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REMARKS 

Summary of the Office Action 

Claims 1, 2 and 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,836,224 to Gerber ("Gerber '224"). 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gerber '224 in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 3,780,607 to Gerber ("Gerber '607"). 

Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-22 are pending, of which claims 8-22 are withdrawn from consideration. 

All Claims Define Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 2 and 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Gerber 
'224. Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). Claim 1 recites 
a sheet processing apparatus for processing sheets on which images have been fomied by an 
image forming apparatus, including a sheet accepting unit, a cutting unit, and a recognizing unit. 
The sheet accepting unit accepts sheets from the image forming apparatus. The cutting unit cuts 
the sheets accepted by the sheet accepting unit with a blade that is moved parallel with sheet 
surfaces. The recognizing unit recognizes information relating to the sheets. The cutting unit 
determines a condition of cutting of the sheets on the basis of the infomiation. Support for these 
features is provided at, for example, page 13, 11. 15-21; page 14, 11. 10-20; page 33, line 25-page 
34, line 4; and Figs. 1 and 12 of Applicant's specification as originally filed. 
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As described at col. 3, 11. 19-42, and illustrated in Fig. 1, Gerber '224 is directed to a 
numerically controlled cutting machine 10 for cutting pattern pieces of a garment from a length 
of sheet material S that is spread over a cutting table 11. The cutting table 1 1 is a conveyor table. 
The sheet material S is loaded onto the cutting table 1 1 from a spreading and loading conveyor 
12. The cut pattern pieces together with the surrounding material are then unloaded from the 
cutting table by an unloading conveyor 14. The cut pattern pieces P are removed from the 
unloading conveyor and are transported to a sewing room for assembly into a garment, Gerber 
'224 does not disclose the disposition of sheet material S upstream of loading conveyer 12 prior 
to being loaded on loading conveyer 12, and Gerber '224 does not disclose an image forming 
apparatus. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that Gerber '224 does not teach or 
suggest at least the features of a sheet accepting unit that accepts sheets from an image forming 
apparatus, as recited in claim 1. 

As described at col. 7, 11. 13-30 of Gerber '224, a series of tests can be performed imder 
various cutting conditions and parameters to determine the optimum air pressure and 
corresponding force that should be applied to the sheet material in each instance. The optimum 
pressures and corresponding cutting conditions are stored as data in a look-up table 100 
connected with a control computer 16 so that an inexperienced operator need only load the 
various parameters that define a cutting operation into the control computer 16, and the computer 
together with the lookup table 100 automatically sets the air pressure and the downward force. 
An operator is necessary to observe the cutting conditions and parameters and to load them into 
the control computer 16. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that Gerber '224 does not 
teach or suggest the features of a recognizing unit that recognizes information relating to the 

1-WA/237I823.I 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.: 046601-51 13 
Application No. : 1 0/68 1,127 
Page 1 1 

sheets to be cut by the cutting unit, as recited in claim 1 . 

Claims 2 and 4-7 depend from claim 1 and recite the same combination of allowable 
features recited in claim 1, as well as additional features that define over the prior art. 
Accordingly, it is requested that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b), of claims 1, 2 and 4-7, 
be withdrawn. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gerber *224 in 
view of Gerber '607. Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 
Claim 3 depends from claim 1 and recites the same combination of allowable features recited in 
claim 1, as well as additional features that define over the prior art. Applicant respectfully 
submits that Gerber '607 fails to overcome the above-described deficiencies of Gerber '224. 
Accordingly, it is requested that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), of claim 3, be 
withdrawn. Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1-7 are in condition for allowance. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and the timely 
allowance of the pending claims. Should the Examiner feel that there are any issues outstanding 
after consideration of this response, the Examiner is invited to contact Applicant's imdersigned 
representative to expedite prosecution. 

If there are any other fees due in connection with the filing of this response, please charge 
the fees to our Deposit Account No. 50-03 10. If a fee is required for an extension of time under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.136 not accounted for above, such an extension is requested and the fee should 
also be charged to our Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 



Dated: June 2, 2005 
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